Jury Rejects

Sexual-Harassment Claims

Plaintiffs Settled With UC Rg—:gents, But Lost Against Surgeon

By Eron BenYehuda

promunent UCLA heart surgeon has
won a defense verdict in a case alleg-

clums that Dr. Gerald Buckberg, 68, created a 3
hostile work environment by, among other 5

L thungs. telling crude sexual jokes, swatting one

| of the plaintifis on the buttocks and rubbing up
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von. Hecker v Huckberg, BC291868 (Los Ange- 2

Jes Super. CL. verdict March 4, 2004)
“To disprove allegations is so much

tougher than making them.” defense co- 4

counsel Marc Smith says. “[But] Dr. Buck- ©

berg was vindicated.”

Flaintiffs' attomey Cam L. Eisenberg says
she'll appeal if post-tnal motions aren’t grant-
ed. Eisenberg says jurors misunderstood the
verdict forms, which asked whether either
judith Becker, 47, or Amy Pape, 43, were sub-
wcted to unwanted harassing conduct
“because she was a woman.”

That confused jurors, because they appar-
ently didn't think Buckbery treated men he

| worked with any better than he treated the

two women, Eisenberg says
“He was an equalopportunity harasser,”
says Eisenbery of the Eisenberg Law Firm in

nt 3
because that wasn't an issue in the case.
“That's the most ridiculous thing I've ever
heard.” Smith of Encino's Krane & Smith says
UCLA investigated the women's claims and
found cause to believe that Buck:
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trial, but no new has been set, Smith says.
Becker and Pape filed suit in March 2003.
The University of California regents, named
as co-defendants, settled before trial
Buckberg runs a medical rescarch lab at
UCLA. where he's also a professor.
“In the world, he's in the top five of cardio-
thoracic surgeons,” Smith says.
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Both Pape and Becker filed a grievance with
their union against Buckberg on Jan. 4, 2002
transferred to another UCLA depant-
few later. Becker stayed
she went
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